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10 THR 
OBIL ITY and GEN TRY. 


ens 


as Lords and Gentlemen, | 
"NN. LY IS General Addreſs 
- ſufficiently ſpeaks the 
Preſumption of the 
Author; and cou'd 
hardly be excus d, did 
Ni the Nat ature of the Book, or Subject of 
eſe few Sheets, lay a juſt Claim to your 
ratetion, and plead in his Behalf. 


Tu Sport of Cock-Fighting is im- 
rov'd to a great height: Tis as much 
Art, as managing of Horſes for Races, 
for the Field of Battle: And tho? it 
iS been in Vogue over all Europe, yet 


as never Eſteem d nor Fractisd, but 
9 | by 


DEDICATION. * 
by the Nabiliey and Gentry ; it was key 
up only by People of Rank, and neve 
ſunk down to the hands of the Comm 
nality, Where the Art of managing thi 
Fierce and Warlike 5 had been e- 
ther loft or flighted, | 


| 1 had forme Grounds (and I hope not et; | 
unreaſonable ones, to flatter my ſelf { . 
far, as to believe, that an Account of the 
Courage, innate Heat, and Warmth o 
this little, bur bold Animal; cod not be 
altogether unacceptable to à Nation 
whoſe | Martial Temper, and Gboriou 
Actions, in the Field, have rendered tl 
Fam'd, even beyond the Bounds or Li 
mits of the Chriſtian World. 


5 You are, My Lords aud Genglewes 
| the worthy Oft-ſpring of cheſe Renownec 
Warriors; and you inherit their Virt 


and Courage, as wel as their e 
AHL 


DEDICATION: 


'T 118 is the beſt Excuſe ( if is one ) 
[ can make ; and I wiſh I cou'd fay as 
much for the Performance it ' ſelf: And 
indeed, to make it tolerable, I can only 
plead, that I wrote it not in a Start: I road 
every Piece that! cov'd find upon theSub- 
ft; and both Convers'd,and kept a Cor- 
reſpondence with the beſt Cockers (I 
mean beſt Skil'd ) in -Byit«in ; 14 have 
arefully obſerv'd their Practice; I have 
had a fong Experience of my on; and-1 
lope I have been able to derade ſome· 
thing upon this Subject, which has not 
zppear'd hitherto in Public. 


I ſhall not determine, as to the Subject 
of this ſmall Piece, if 'tis barren or not : 
The Sword is my Province, and not the 
en; 11 n to no Flouriſhes this 

A: C000 


DEDICATION.. 
way; and if my Stile obſcures not my 
| Meaning, I have all the A pplauſeT; aim at, 


' My Lords and Gentlemen, I ſpent the 
beſt part of my Liſe in. your Service ; ; and 
bave had the Honour to, Teach many of 
you, the ſevere and ſerious, but neceſſa- 
ry Exerciſe of the Sword; and indeed, 
& | this made me ambitious, to contribute 
| likewiſe to your Diyerſion, in this Royal 
and Innocent Paſtime. And if my En- 
deavours in this Eſſay, are ſhelter d under 
your Protection, I ſhall be very indiffe- 
rent, about what Reception it may meet 

with from the common Herd of Mankind: 
It being alwiſe my greateſt Study and 
Ambition, to be reckoned, - 


' My Lords and Gentlemen, 
| Tour moir Hamible and Obedient Servant, 


WR 


William MACHRIE 


os 


To We. Michie an his Book Entitled, An 
Eſſay upon the POS Recreation and 
Art of Cocking. 


Ontinu d Wants oppreſs a Generous Mind, 
And Beggar d States are not to Sports inclin'd._ | 
Long has our ancient Fame (my Friend) decay'd 3 
Long bave we ſmarted ſor our Want of Trade: 7 
Our ancient way of Living i is no more; 
Nor do we ſhine in Arms as heretofore. 
Our Spirits ſunk with our declining State; 
Like Scots Men ſtill, we wou'd be Wiſe too late, ie 
And ſeek in vain; to ward the Blows of Fate, 
Our thrifty Neighbours have increas'd their Store, 1 
Whilſt we have fondly ſtudy d to be Poor. 
There, Glorious Scenes arreſt the Strangers ſight, 
And Balls or Plays conſume the drowſy Night: 
Cock-M arches waſte the Day, and every where, 1 
New Pleaſures welcome each new Traveller. „ 
But We, the Outcaſts of the Happy Iſle, 
ln long Complaints the lazy Hours beguile 3 
Dur ancient Sports and Pomp is now no more,. 
nd Strangers ſcorn to tread our barren Shore, ö 
et 3 os | + 
hanks to Our Stars, We 0 late begun, 
To try new Methods, and new Courſes run: 
uſt as our low and fainting State revives, 
V quick Degrecs, each * private Member thrives; 


Each 
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9 
Each ſeeks his wealthier Neighbour to outſhine, 


And AN, our darling Larineis decline. 
The Men of Arts and Arms for Honour ſtrive, 


And Sciences long dead again cevive. 
NISBET our ancient Herauldry reſtores 
And ANDERSON beats Atwood out of Doors. F 
The Merchant boldly plows the Liquid Plain, 
And looks for long loft Profit back again. 
The Sword has always Flouriſh'd, and the Bow 
So long neglected, claims its Birthright now, | 
And our Cock-Matches owe their Riſe to you. he | 
Long have you Taught the Art of juſt Defence, ft / 0 
Improv d our Safety then, but nou our Senſe, N | 
And Teach us Pleaſure with a final Expenſe, } 
This Warlike Sport, can ne're debauch the Mind, 1 
Tis not too Mean, nor is it toe Refia d; 
Our Active Spirits waſte not in the Chaſe, 
Nor does a lazy Dullnels fill the Place. 
The little Warriors fight for Fame and Lite, Vorld, 
And Death too often only ends the Strife : Way be 
Their generous Warmth their Maſters much inflame, Ip the 
And doubtful Battles claſe .. claim, le fral 
But ſtay— an's! 


Tre run too far, for all is ſaid by you, | Ig ſucl 
Tou prove this Pleaſure is our Profit tod, J tenſe: 
And ſuch as this e chan un- le thi 
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| tation. 


6 0 N 5 
he Innocent and Royal Recrea- 
tion and Art of COC KING. 


Lthough to correct and amend 
the Faults and Errors of Mens 
Minds, in order to advance their 
preſent Happineſs in this 
Vorld, and future Happineſs in the next, 
ay be * Task ſufficient to take 
pthe few Minutes of their time; yet 
lie frailty of Human Nature (as every 
an's Experience may convince him) be- 
g ſuch, that Men cannot with an equal 
tenſeneſs of Mind, alwiſe proſecute any 
e thing whatſoever, hath rendered Re- 
"tons and Diverſions 7 neceſſar: 


. 

But then they are to uſed with Mode ho (a 
ration; and muſt be ſuch, as ſhall nhy play 
ther debauch our Time, endanger ou N; 

Fortunes, nor ſteal our Affections from ou **®* 
more neceſſary buſineſs and duty, whit 
doth but too frequently happen when wi 
are not ſufficiently cautious, Men neve Volt | 
ſtanding to throw away both their tin; 
and money in the behalf of what the 
place their Whole Affections upon. 


IT's true, the very beſt of things mai C 
be abuſed, yet none can thence reaſoni 2 
bly argue againſt the uſing Recreation 
which not only relax, but alſo refreſh an 
quicken both our Minds and Bodies, rei 
firing them more vigorous and fit fe 
whatſoever elſe they ought to be take 
up with. oncor 
ver ſi 
d ful 
ly rot 
dewiſ 
rom th 
s an 


I's Examples of Great Mens uſin 
Diverſions and Recreations were nee 
ful to be inſtanced to bring them 
Eſteem, it were eaſy to ſhew, that the 
have been practiſed in all Ages by Me 
ofthe higheſt Rank; yea even by ties u 
moſt renowned Saints, witneſs St, JohNext, 

wighad L 
INCC 


(3) 
ho (as Caſſian tells us) diverted himſelf 
play ing with a tame Partriage. 


Now, ſeing Recreations are laudable, 
certainly followeth, that ſuch of them 
produce the moſt Variety, do beſt a- 
ee with our leiſure, and ate had at the 
aſieſt Rates, ought in reaſon to be pre- 
d. From which Poſition it may be 
nade appear, that there's no Recreation, 
th regard to the forenamed Advanta- 
xs, comparable to that of Cockixg ; and 
bis may be diſcerned by putting it in the 
Wance with either Horſe-Racing, Hun- 
ng or Hawking, the immoderat (I had 
el nigh faid the modern) purſuit of 
y of theſe, not to ſpeak of the invaluable 
nd irreparable loſs of time, the conſtant 
oncomitant and inevitable Effect of ſuch 
verſions, is ſo unaccountably expenſive 
d full of hazard, that herein Men not 
ly too often mortgage their Eſtates, but 
xewiſe endanger their very Lives. But 
tom that of Cockizg no ſuch inconvenien- 
es and hazard can ariſe. For 1ff. It 
akes up but a ſmall part of our time. 
ext, it gives bur little or no trouble. 
ad Laſtly, the coſt or expenſe is but ve- 

inconſiderable. 1 And beſides that 
: 2 ' Ad- 


£ 049 
advantages, we 
ving our ſport alwile in our view. Where 
fore methinks, that the very Innocent 
Noble,and highly Heroick Game of Co 
ing, (as I with, and am hopeful it ma 
no leis, if not better, divert Men, tha 
thoſe dangerous and noxious Recreations 
may challenge, not oaly private, bur al 
publick Patronage and Encouragement 
And further, if Variety and Change « 
Fortune be any way prevalent to engag 
the Minds of Men, as commonly it is, . 
2880 one Recreation to another, it wi 
eyond all controverſy be found in Cockin 
more than any other. Nay, the very E 
loquence of Tuly, or Art of Apelles, coul 
never with that life and exactneſs repre 
ſent Fortune Metamorphos d in a Battle,: 
doth Cockizg ; tor here you'l ſee brave At 
tacks, and as brave Defiances, blood 
Struglings, and cunning and handſom 
Retreats ; here you'l ſee generous Fortitui 
ignorant of Intereſt ; Their ſtrenuous Wre 
lings are ſuch, (when equally match 
that makes the Spectators doubtful w 
{hall be Victor. For what the Poet ſun 


is here clearly evidenced, that is, We of 
times fee the Vanquiſher overcome by I 
Tai 


Vanquiſhed. 


enjoy the pleaſure of hall - 


THr1 
his N 
uch V 
lt of 
phers 
tle, _. 
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"age þ 


IT's 
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Vid 


nian 
onde 
0 Clau 
once: 
yhat ( 
moine 
the t 
ken Wa 
Ihe the 


Ihould 


her di 
drough 


liberis 


So e 


Noble 


2a 


Tris excellent Bird which performs 
is Noble and Royal Game, was had in 
uch Veneration and Eſteem amongſt the 
eſt of the ancient Heathen Poets, Philo- 
phers, and Hiſtorians, as Homer, Ari- 
le, Pliny, Cc. that they added this 
ne Article to their ſuperſtitious Cresd, 
iz, That the Cock was an Aſtronomer. 


Ir's ſtoried, that by the Crowing of 
his Bird, the Boetians did foreſee that ſig- 
al Victory they obtained over the Lacede- 
onians. I cannot here omit, to inſert that 
vonder ful Story of Livia Auguſta, Wife 
0 Claudius the Roman Emperor, who after 
onception being ambitious to know 
what Child ſhe ſhould bring forth, being 
njoined by theAugurs,ſhe carried anEgg 
the true Kind in her boſom till a Chic- 
en was hatched, which proving a Cock, 
te thereby perſwaded herſelf that ſhe 
ould bring forth a Male Child : Nei- 
her did the Augary deceive her, for ſhe 
rought forth to the World the Famous 
liber ius Cæſar. 


So great was the eſteem paid to this 
oble Game at Pergamus, that there was 


B 3 Rh 


| (6) 
a Day ſolemnly ſet apart, and that year 
of for Cocking. his va 


Pxany tells us, that in his time, Men 
of the greateſt Quality, and all the Of 
cers of State at Rome, did not refuſe tf 
pay Honour to the C ocks of the Game; And 
that Rhodas and Tenegra were then eſteem 
ed in the firſt Rank for the Brood of ſuch 
as England and Ireland are with us; and 
Melos and Chalcis in the ſecond : Whic 
clearly ſheweth, that this Bird and the 
Royal Sport he affords, were then in grea 
Vogue among the Martial and Conque 
ring Romans, as it was among all othe 
Polite and Civiliz'd Nations. 


AroOLLON1Uus a great Man, (to the ho 
nour of this admirable Animal) tells us 
that the Ancients thought the ſmalleſt Fi 
bers and Filaments of this Bird, wer 
more acceptable to the Gods in their $: 
crifices, than the fattelt of Oxen or thou | 
lands of Bulls and Rams. chem 


Tux perſonal Qualities of this Animd We he 
are rare and remarkable, as his Spanignore 
Gate, Florentine Policy, Seortiſh Y alouſſ ltere 


. 
in overcoming, and Generoſity in uſing 
his vanquiſhd Adverſary. 


THz noble Paſſion of Love is ſo con- 
ſpicuous in the Cock, that it's to be ſeen 
in no other Animal in a higher Elevation; 
for he moſt courteouſly entertains, and 
induſtriouſly provideth for his Females. 
Ariſtotle tells us, how ſingular he is in the 
work of Generation, that Sadzeſs ſeiſeth 
on every Creature after Coition, except the 


Cock. 


Now, ſince Valour and Love are ſo 
conſpicuous in the Cock, being the two 


chief Characters whereby Heroes have 


been diſtinguiſhed in all Ages, I hope I 
may be allowed to rank the Cock in that 
honourable Claſs. 


True Government among Cocks ap- 
pears to be an unlimited and abſoluteMo- 
narchy; for all their Wars declares 
them to be impatient of Equality or Pa- 
ity, and ambitious of Supremacy ; for as 
we have elſewhere inſinuated, they are 
Ignorant, and conſequently regardleſs of 
latereft, the other great end of fighting. I 

think 


* ha \ * 6, 


(8) - 
think it not an unprobable Conjecture, 
that chiefly for this Reaſon the Romans 
have called the French by the Name of 
Galli, which ſignifies Cocks, 


To ſum up all that can be ſaid of this 
excellent Bird, I ſhall only add, that from 
Sacred Record, it evidently appears, that 
he was an early Preacher of Repentance, 
and even convinced Peter the firſt Pope, of 
his Holineſss fallibility. | 


Havixs ſpoken ſomewhat of this He- 
ro and the Heroick Game, I ſhall give 
you an account of the variousOpinions both 
of Ancient and Modern Cockers, about 
the choiſe of Cocks by their Colour. 


Don Ergaſtus a Spaniſh Writer, will ad- 
mit of no colour but a jet-black with a 
yellow Belk. 


CopiLus a Famous Cocker at Rome, 
ſays, the pale-red and haſle-grey, or 4 
Cock with blood- red pile and duniſh 
Breaſt, are only belt. 


Maxxnam and ſeveral other ' Engliſ 
| Writers 


dity, f 
for tþ 
goodr 
ſuch e 
only 1 


I a 
that ii 
or the 
Sangu 
might 
lon, f 
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Writers affirm, that the grey-pile and yel- 
low-pile, as alſo the red with the black 
breaſt are eſteemed the beſt ; and further 
adds, that the white-dun and pye co- 
loured Cocks are nought. . 


Bur with ſubmiſſion to their better 
Judgments, I muſt ſay, that what they 
have advanced as to Colours, is of no vali- 
dity, ſince they have produced no Reaſons 
for the ſame, but as it were, place the 
goodneſs or badneſs of a Cock only in 
juch or ſuch a Colour, as if this were the 
only proof and mark of a good Cock. 


I acknowledge, that if they had ſaid, 
that infallibly they did know by this, that, 
or the- other colour,a Cock wasCholerick, 
Sanguine, Melancholly, or Phlegmatick, it 
might perhaps had ſome ſhadow of Rea- 
lon, ſince as the Cholerick and Sanguine, 
in moſt forts of Creatures are bold and 
ſprightly, ſo are the Melancholly and 
Phlegmatick dull and heavy ; but for 
them to give any certainty of theſe diffe- 
rent Conſtitutions from the colour of a 
Cocks Feathers, is the Task and Difficul- 
ty. It's true, ſome Game Cocks may 
+ HIP carry 


TY F 
carry ſomething in their colour which di. 
ſtingniſh them from the Crow-dung ; but 


bſervable, ſo as to 


this 15 not We c Feindt 
ule of diſtinction. 


found any certain 


Ano for further evincing this Truth, 
let us conſider, that ſome Horſes carry in 


their colour ſomething more of Beauty 
and Pleaſure to the eye than others: Ye 
this beautiful particular Colour bears n0 
evidence or certainty of the goodnels or 
badneſs of the Horſe, No, it's only the 
proof of his Actions and the brood he's 
come of, muſt be the true Rule by which 
you mult ſatisfie your Judgment in that, 
as well as in Cocking. 


Bur leſt any ſhould object againſt 


Term. 
ers, ſe 
Burchi 
a ſpang 
Wing , 
meally- 
which 
and ot! 


SIN 
in rigl 
lour, t 
neglec 
force fe 
ter: Fo 
ſenſibl 
the pr 
he m 


what is ſaid as to the ſeveral colours, I can which 


from my own 
have had as go 

d coloured 
complain of) as ever {truck with a heel. 


Ay for better inforcing of this point Sa 
1 ſhall further add, that there are ſever: ) 

other Colours not as yet mentioned nd 

certain Names 0 


Ter 


well known by any 


Experience tell them, Ai 
od of the white, dun, and 
Cocks ( the colours ſome 


ot on 
vile 1 


IP ( It ) 

Ferns among the moft part of our Cock- 
rs, forme whereof are as followeth, a 
Burching-daun, a Sutty-dun, a Cuckow-white 

 ſpangled-red white or black, a dun Duc D 
Ving, a Cuckow ſpangle, an Aſb-colour, a 
really dun, beſides many more; ſome ol 
which I have known extraordinary good, 
nd others of the ſame colour as bad. 


Stxcx then it's their Brood and keeping 
n right habit of Body, and not their co- 
our, that makes the diſtinction, let us 
neglect ſuch idle Notions, as carry no 
orce for proving any thing in this Mat- 
er: For to pretend by colour, or any other 
ſenſible or ſecondary Quality, to know 
the primary Qualities or Diſpoſition of 
the minute parts in theſe Birds, (upon 
which certainly their courage of cowar- 


lice depends ) were to be as wiſe as Na- 
ture herſelf. 


Havixe ſaid in the preceeding Para- 
graph, that the goodneſs of a Cock depends 
ainly on the Brood he is come of, and 
lot on his colour; I wou'd have you like- 
viſe underſtand, that this goodneſs is 
5 chiefly 


(6d a : 490 
chiefly known bi his never young to 
his adverſary, but dying on the ſpot 


Trex are ſeveral other Qualities no 
leſs neceſſary than that of true Courage, 
to wit, Riſing well e ee a bloody 

heel : And were I to make choiſe of a 
Cock for Battle, (I do not fay for Brood) 
I wou'd prefer one that riſeth well and 
carries the bloody heel, to a great many 
of the true and hardeſt Cocks without I ion, 
theſe Qualities ; for altho the one fights I loſe | 
long, yet ſeldom wounds or cuts his Ad- Head 
verſary; whereas the other never riſes but I out, 
he makes the blood to ſpring, endangering I Mark 
his Adverſary's Life at every blow ; theleF conch 
laſt are called by Cockers, narrow ſharp more 
or bloody heel'd Cocks, as the former} Body, 
are calPq dull or flat heel'd ones. blow c 


Bur if you wou'd have ſuch a Cock as where 
carries all theſe Properties of hardneſ, even 
well-rifing and a bloody heel, fince ſuch, 

according to all, are belt either for Batte] Th 
or Brood, for your better help in chooſing 
of theſe, take what follows as certailtri 
Rates for knowing them right. 


Fixs 


„ 


Fixs T, 4 well riſing Cock no ſooner 
catcheth hold with his -Bezk, but he riſeth 
with a blow, and ſometimes two or three, 
and the oftner he with one grip or hold re- 

ts his ſtroaks, it is the better. And 
then 240). If he direct his ſtroaks chiefly at 
the Head, Neck, and Throat of his Ad- 
vexſary, it is a clear and ſure Mark of a 
prime, high-mettal'd, and well riſing 
Cock. It's true, a cut or blow in the Pi- 
nion, Wing or Thigh, may make a Cock 
lole his Bartle, as well as thoſe in the 
Head or Neck; yet this ſo rarely falleth 
out, that it cannot be reckoned a ſure 
Mark of a well riſing Cock: Wherefore I 
conclude, that a Cock that doth ſtrike 
more at the Head and Throat,than at the 
Body, is certainly the beſt; by reaſon one 
blow or two at theſe parts are more dan- 
gerous, and ſometimes kill outright ; 


whereas in any other part it taketh many, 
even to difable. 


THESE above being the true Marks 
whereby to know a high-mettal'd well 
nling Cock, I ſhall next proceed to give 
| you 


( 14) 


* you ſome Directions for knowing a nar. 

row and bloody hee d Cock from a dry 
and flat heel'd one, both by the fight of 
the eye, and touch of the —1 


Tux firſt way he's to be known, is by 
his narrow walking. | | 


THE ſecond by his wide or narrow 
ſtanding when he feeds. 


Tas third by his wide or narrow ſit· . 
ting when he pearches. | 


Tax fourth is by the narrowneſs of the 
ts of the two little bones that ly a 
ittle below his Rump; and as the nar- 
rownels of all theſe parts, either when he 
is at reſt or in motion, are Signs and 
marks ofa bloody heelꝰd Coc k, ſo the wide- 
neſs of theſe are all tokens of a dry and 
Hat heel'd one; it n ma- 
xim among Cockers, That a cloſe ſitter 
and walker, is alwiſe a narrow ſtricker 
and good heeler. | 


Ir's further to be taken notice of, The 
nearer a Cocks weapons grows to the 
hindmoſt toe, he Il hit the part he ſtrikes a 

| with 
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with more force, than if his Weapons 


were growing or placed higher upon the 


Taz proof whereof is obvious, if we 
ſuppoſe a Man making uſe of his Arms 
in __ (being a ſimilar motion to that 
of a Cock in fighting) who hits more vi- 
gorouſly with his fiſt, being the extream 
part of his Arm, and conſequently carry- 
ing more force than any other part there- 
of, betwixt and the ſhoulder blade. 


WHEREFORE it may be eaſily inferr'd, 
that artificial weapons may be made af- 
ter fuch a form, as by being fixed low on 
the Cocks legs, may accompliſh the fore- 
mentioned detigns, even altho the ſtump 
that the weapon ſtands on were pretty 
high. 

As for the true choice of the ſize and 
ſhapes of a Cock for Battie; its obſerv- 
able, that ſome choice the large and big 
Cocks uſually called {bake baggs, and are 
ſeldom or never weighed or ſized when 
they come to fight, as the leſſer ones are. 

OTHERs 
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OTrzxs again fan the very little and, 
{mall Cocks as N But as the 
laft of theſe are very weak and tedious 
in Battle, and with difficulty ſized; ſo the 
firſt are commonly {low and rife not clean. 
ly, becauſe of their great weight: Where 
fore in my Opinion, the Cocks that area- 
bout four pound weight, or three pound 


twelve Ounces, are the only beſt fighting 
Cocks. 2 


Sou would have the beſt form of. 


{hape of a Cock's head to be that which 
reſembleth the head of a Spar-hawk; other 
faney Snake-headed; there are again 
who would have it big and large: Yet in 
my opinion (altho it be no certain mark 
having known good and bad of all forts} 
the Hawk-headed is preferable for Beauty; 


As for his Beik and Neck, it's an excel 
lent property they be large and ſtrong; 
becauſe he's thereby not only enabled to 
bring down and hold his Adverſary 
head, but alſo to ſtrike thereat : For hisÞþr 
Neck, it ſhould be long and thick;becauſe} 
the one makes him reach the further, and 


the 


(; 1 
he other makes him ſuſtain the blows the 
etter, | 


Tut Pinions or Wings, and Beams of lis 
zgs ought to be both thick and ſtrong. 


THERE can be no ſurer mark of aCock's 
rength, than that he be ſhort betwixt 
he Shoulders and the Rump, thick in the 
ody (properly called his Garth) and 
raight and well erected above his thighs: 


THz Eyes, which are the Organs of 
ight, Nature hath placed more hollow 
id deep in ſome Cocks than others: 
uch as are hollow ( termed Pigg- eyes) 
o not ſee ſo well and clearly about them, 
5 thoſe that are large, round and full, 
being termed. Ox- eyes) becauſe the large 
Il, and pyramidal Eyes, overlooks all 
e protuberant parts that do ſurround 
em; whereas the ſunk and hollow 
de cannot ſee ſo well, unleſs the Cock 
mn his head from its natural poſture ; 
that a Cock for Battle ſhou'd have 
urge, full, and quick eyes. | 


THERE are, who to amuſe and aſtoniſſi 
e ignorant, pretend by the 18 to 
a now 


= . 
| know the inward Diſpoſition of a Cock, 
either as to Courage orCowardice; which 
Opinion is as falſe and ridiculous as that! 
which determines all by the Colours. If . Ar 
we do but conſider the impoſſibility of Natu 
knowing whether there be any Commu. 
nication *twixt that Member and the yi- 
tal Spirits; and if ſo, how far that dothrage 1 
operat and influence that part as to be 2 nothe 
certain ſign of Courage or Cowardice. ſome 
Theſe being all Secrets of Nature, not on · ¶ or are 
ly obſcure to our external view, but all medi 
very far above the flights of our meaning 
Fancies: In my judgment, all we can are r 
learn by a Cock's Eye, is his dulneſs or befor. 


ſprightlineſs. 


TrarT ſince we can diſcern no diffe- | 
Tence betwixt the Crow-dung, the halt Th 
Bred or Mungrel, and the true Gameſ will n 
Cock's Eyes, all being compoſed of the band 
fame Humors, and reflecting according rt p 
to the ſame Laws of the Opticks, a large but 
quick black Eye (being the Eye dotcdynet 

on by many) may be as common to the pa 
one as the other. And ( it we'll but ob cr 
ſer ve) we ſhall find the colour of the eye 2 P 
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very often has a 42 to the colour of 
the plum or pile of a Cocx. 


Arno there be implanted in the 
Nature of this Bird ſuch invincible Cou- 
rage, that no leſs than Death will cauſe 
him yield; yet there are degrees of Cou- 
rage to be found in one more than in a- 
nother; which may be eaſily perceived in 
ſome of them, who no ſooner either ſes 
or are ſet down to another Cock, but im- 
mediatly run with boldneſs, cloſe-mouth- 
ing their adverſaries. Others again 
are remiſs, and do dally a good while 
before they Mouth and Strike, but when 
engaged, are found to be as true at the 
bottom as any. 


mY 
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THrzxs are another kind of them, that 
will not fight without a gentle and skillful 
band to ſet and manage them; which 
ſort prove very good being once engaged; 
but that is ſo hard to do, becauſe of their 
ayneſs, that I judge them ſcarce worth 
the pains to be kept; for even at the ſight 
ir crowing of another Cock, as well as 
any other noiſe, they're apt to be cow'd 
nd refuſe Battle, and conſequently ver 

C 2 unfit 
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unfit for young and unskilful Cockers 
And as all theſe are plain inſtances of 
more and leſs Courage in a Cock, ſo do 
they chiefly proceed from tlie more or 
leſs heat or fire, that's in their different 
Conſtitutions and Tempers. 


To make a right Brood for the Game, I the 1. 
there are twa things to be obſerved. 
N nen n ie ABST 


Fixsr, That your Coch be freſh and 
good, and your Hen ſuch,” beyond all ex 
ception ; becauſe the Chickens participat 
more of the Female than of the Male. For 
Markham ſays, That it was noted amongſt 
the beſt Cockers in his time, that the 
true and perfect Hen from à dung-hi 
Cock, will bring a good Chicken; but 
the beſt Cock from a dung: hill Hen ca 
never get a good Bird. And further add 
from his own experience, That he dic 
know the two moſt ſamous Cocks tha 
ever fought in thoſe days, the one calle 
Noble, and the other Griſſel, begot on ma 
ny ill Hens bad Cocks: But ( fays he, 
the famous Hen Jinks never brought ol 
an ill Bird how bad ſoever tlie Coct 
were. o 15:8 38 
gre - 2 
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Stop, Altho' that jt be not alwiſe 
neceffary, .( as ſome would have it) that 
the Cock and Hen you hyged on, be of e- 
qual Age, yet never make a Brood of a- 
ny that are below the Age of one Year, 
or above three or four; for as the firſt 
have not yet come to perfection enough 
to make a ſtrong and vigorous Brood, ſo 
the latter are near paſt the having a live- 
ly or couragious one; it being a received 
Opinion, that the hotteſt, ſtrongeſt, and 
ſharpeſt Brood that can be made, are be- 
got of a freſh Cock of a year and a half 
old, and a ſound Hen of two ; for whate- 
ver Brood you make after three or four, 
you'll find them both {lower, weaker, 
and more effeminat than the former. 


Taz want of the foreſaid conſiderati- 
ons, with that of not croſſing the Brood 
or Strain, and not taking notice whether 
the Hen be healthful or diſeaſed, together 
with the time of her laying, are pregnant 
Reaſons, why a dull weak and effeminat 
Brood is frequently produced from a 
prime Cock and Hen. 


HRE obſerve, that three Hens are e- 
BRED: nough 


_ (22) IRAs 5 
nough to go with a Cock that's kept ei. "IT? 
ther tor Battle or Brood; for a greater Hens 
number will provoke the Cock to tread ior H: 
too often; ſo that in a ſhort time he will round 
conſume his natural ſtrength and vigour, It for 
a Cock being the moſt amorous, and of 
the hotteſt Conſtitution of any Bird, except 
the Sparrow. For the Lord Veralam in 
the Hiſtory of his natural and experimen- 
tal Obſervations, — That becauſe of thi 
Bira's great Lechery he's ſnort livꝰd. 


As to the time of Hatching, ſome 
Cockers moſt eſteem February and March, Ha 
but April and May are preferable, becauſe with 

of the warmneſs of the Weather, which Efollow 
both haſt eus the production, facilitats the Eggs, 
up- bringing of the Chickens, and ſecures ¶ Hf, 
againſt the harm the Eggs may receive Elwhict 
by chilling, while the Hen is roaming a- Eweigt 
broad for Food: For as it's plain and ob- Eputti 
vious,. that there is nothing that proves Dit rott 
more deſtructive and mortal to the hatch- vill ſ 
ing and up- bringing of the Birds than cold; Ithe E 
ſo on the other hand, there is nothing Ithey! 
more agreeable, either to hatching or up- Ibe kr 
bringing, than heat and warmth, provi- I many 
ded it be not in too great a degree. 1 the $1 
ET . | T5 | 
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Ir ꝰs alſo to be 1 there are ſome 
Hens more proper for Laying, and others 
for Hatching : For a Hen that's large, 
round, and well-pocked behind, is moſt 
fit for Laying, becauſe ſhe caſts big Eggs; 
and thoſe: for Sitting and Hatching, muſt 
not only be kind and tender to their 
young; but alſo you mult take care, that 
they have no Weapons, nor double Toes 
behind, for ſuch break their Eggs, either 
by turning off, or fitting down upon 

em. 


Havixs ſpoken of the Cock and Hen 
with their reſpective Qualifications, it 
follows to treat about the right choice of 
Eggs, wherein you are to take notice, 
tir/t, That your Eggs be ſound and freſh, 
which are to be known by their fulneſs, 
weight and clearneſs ; or otherwiſe, b 
putting them in water, where you'll find, 
it rotten, they'll float above, but if freſh, 
will fink to the bottom. Secondly, That 
the Eggs be cocked ; for if otherwile, 
they'll produce no Chicken, which is to 
be known according to the Opinion of 
many, by holding them betwixt you and 
the Sun or Candle; where it cocked,you'll 
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perceive a little dark or duskiſn ſpot con 
the top of the Egg. Horatius Flaccus, Pli. 
, and Columella, do agree, that out of 
the round Eggs are Hens: But Ariſtotl: 
affirms, that the rounder, are the hotter; 
becauſe it's the Cuſtom and Condition of 
heat to congregat and fix, and that heat 
is molt powerful that's moſt operative; 
and therefore, from the {ſtronger and per- 
fecter principle, the ſtronger and perfecter 
Animal doth ariſe. Now ſuch is the 
Male in reſpect of the Female. £15: 
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Bur while you prove or handle your 
Eggs, take care not to ſhake them, be- 
cauſe thereby you break the vital Veins 
and Parts thereof ; which if once broke 
and blended together, can never produce 
a Chick, And this Ariſtotle confirms in 
his Hiitory, An. I. 6. Cap. 2. where he 
ſaith, Eggs that are under the Hen in tem- 
Huus Thunders are corrupted; far the ex- 
geeding ſmall Membranes is by ſo great a noije 
quickly torn, And Dr. Harvey affirms in the E: 
his Book concerning the generation of A- Natter 
nimals, page 200, That Eggs ſuffer concuſ- Nang 4 
ion, or ſhaking and diſſolution very eaſily, Nuric 

es Man but diſturb them while the Hen i 
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CITY. 
ming; becauſe at that time, the Liquors are 
iquified or diſſolved, and ſwell, and the Mem- 
ranes imbrac ing are delated, and grow ten- 
ler. Nay, faith Pliny, the very noiſe of a 
Buſard or Hawk in the time of incubation, 
ll occaſion 4 corruption in Eggs, So that 
n ſome fe days after a Hen's Sitting or 
[ncubation, it's neceſſar, that the Eggs 

ould be inſpected, leſt by the foremen- 
tioned inconveniencies, as well as thoſe 
that may ariſe from the Hen's negligence, 
2s when ſhe ſtays too long from her Neſt, 
when ſhe feeds in cold Weather, or when 
in extream heat {he deſerts it altogether, 


the Eggs be rendred barren and unfruitful, 


Haxver further adds, page 71, That 
to diſtinguiſh "twixt the barren Eggs and the 
ertile, ſome do gently drop the Eggs in warm 
vater fourteen days after the Hen * ſit upon 
em: Such as ſink to the bottom, they reckox 
larren, and theſe that ſwime, fertile. This 
s contradictory to my former aſſertion of 
the Experiment of Eggs; but how far this 
latter Opinion is conſonant to Truth, /o 
lang after Iucubatton, I'll leave it to the 
Curious to ſearch. 

| It's 
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 Ir's further to be obferved, that the 
firſt and laſt two or three Eggs of a Hen' 
Laiter, are commonly leſs than the reſt 

therefore ought not to. be ſet ; for the 
have neither room nor ſubſtance enou 
to produce a- ſufficient Bird: The reaſon: 
of their ſmallneſs at theſe times is plainly 
this, How ſoon a Hen begins to be in; 
good caſe, ſhe alſo begins to gather Egg 
and Lay; and as her Strength encreaſes 
with the aſſiſtance and frequent coition off 
the Cock, ſo do her Eggs become fruitful 
until they arrive at their full perfection: 
Which Eggs being produced and nouriſh- 
ed by the ſtrength and ſubſtance of the 
Dame, mult neceſſarly encreaſe there- 
with; and as her ſtrength diminiſheth, ſo 
muſt the Eggs decreaſe gradually: So that 
it's not only ſufficient your Cock and 
Hen be true, but likewiſe in good caſe 
and habit of body, during the time the 
Hens are a Laying ; ſince its evident, that 
as the Egg takes its ſubſtance from the 
Cock and Hen, ſo doth the Chicken fromſvent 
the Egg, which clearly makes it appear,Fraint 
that it the Cock and Hen be diſeaſed, un · Preeſe 
wholſom, or too lean, the Eggs certainly, ar 
are bad, and conſequently the Chickens tee, 
| Now 
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Now having got a young Brood, cut 
or Cock-chicken's Combs, Ears, and 
atles, at four or five Month old ; for at 
his Age they ſuffer an Alteration more 
aſily than when they are older: And to 
revent the loſs of Blood in cutting, which 
roves very hurtful to theſe Birds, daſh 
little of the powder of True Bole and 
Dragons Blood upon the places you cut: 
ome to ſtop the Blood, dip their heads 
iree or four times in cold water. 


Wen once your Cock- chickens begin 
o fight, ſeparat and ſend them to diffe- 


here is plenty of Corn and clean Water 
good green Fields or Gardens, an 
here there is no _ 1 ſo 2 no 
pportunity may be given them of fight- 
1 Cl he fer from their Walks 
or that purpoſe ; for I find, their too fre- 
uent fighting occaſions the bruiſing and 
raining of their Bodies, melting of their 
2 and leſſening their Met- 
l, and abates their Courage to that de- 
tee, that they become arrant Jades and 
Runna- 


ent Walks, which ought to be where 


(28). 
Run-away's, even albeit they be of a tru: 
kind. 284 


ALTHo? it be a received Opinion, that” 
a Cock never comes to his full vigour © + 
ſtrength and courage, untill he be tw 
years old; yet in the Month of June an 
July a Stagg makes a better Battle than 
Cock of two, three, or four years old: And 
the reaſon is, becauſe an old Cock i 
theſe Months begins to moult and to tur 
looſe and bloody-teather'd, ſo dog 
not a Stagg, but is quicker and nimble 
in riſing. 


As to the ſeveral degrees, diviſions, and 
denominations of a Cocks Age, you are 
to underſtand, he's termed a Chicken un- 
til he be nine Months old; from that to 
the Age of a year and a half, a Stagg; and 
thereatter until he be two years old, 
young Cock; and thencetorth a Coch 
without any Epithet, until three ; andat 
ter that,an old Cock. Note, that among 
Cockers four are termed a Staff of Cocks. 


' Your Cock's being come to the Age of 
fighting, and alſo full and hard, and cleaq 
7 plum'd 
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lum'd, let them be put into their re- 
ective Appartments after deſcrib'd, the 
wentor whereof, we find to have been 
me M. Lenius Strabo a Gentleman in 
ome, Who called them by the Names 
yhich anſwer to theſe of Barton, Mue, or 
oup, but are now by modern Cockers 
rmed Pens. The Form and Model 
hereof is as followeth. 


Your Pen muſt be made of well join'd 
Boards,cloſe in the bottom, ſides and top, 
made in an exact Cubical Figure, two 
Foot and three Inches every Way; only 
the fore · part or Door thereof, at en 
ou put in and take out your Cock, muſt 
de hung upon Iron or Leather Hinges, to 
lock or {hut at pleaſure, with a hole cut 
in the middle thereof, three inches in 
breadth and four in length, through 
which your Cock is to receive his Light 
in time of Feeding; for which hole you 
may have a darkning Board to obſtruct 
bis Light, if the ſame occaſion him to 
fret, crow, or ſtruggle in the Pen; as al- 
o for keeping him warm in the Night or 
Day, eſpecially after his Stove and Purg- 
ig. Wen Mb 

i Is 
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Ir you, having occaſion for more Pen 
than one, ſhould build one above, or at the 
ſide of another, then you muſt have 
thin piece of board ( which is called $ 
ſhadowing Board) ſo plac'd*twixt theigi 
Pens, that your Cocks may not ſee one aM 
nother when they Feed; and about {i 
inches high above the bottom of your! 
Pen, muſt be a round ſmooth piece offi 
Wood, ſix inches at moſtin length, even, 
fixed in the middle for your Cock to fit 
on, and as much in circumference, which is 
called a Pearch : And the reaſon why the 
ſame ſhould be ſo placed, is, That your 
Cock may not break his Wings upon thefyhi 
ſides of his Pen,when he claps and ſpreadsſſperi 
them out to Crow ; and your Pearch be- 
ing ſhort and even ſet, makes your Cockl 
to ſit eaſie, ſtraight and narrow; for many 
are of Opinion, that a Cock's ſtriking wide 
or narrow, depends much upon the right 
or wrong forming of his Pearch. 


Havins thus finiſhed your Pen, it's point. 
fit in the next place, to prepare ſomething, {or B 


out of which your Cock may eat his Ihe m: 


Food; and in my Opinion, the crown of 71 
* All a 
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n Hat, or a FRA. of ſoft Leather, or 
trong Cloth made for the purpoſe, is 
ore fit than any thing made of Wood, 
tho? more commonly made uſe of; for 
hereas your Cock may blunt, yea ſplit 
is Beik (whilſt feeding) againſt 
ſimber, he can ſuſtain no preju- 
lice from any thing that's ſoft and will 
feld; but for his Drink it may be given 
um in any thing that's clean. 


I ſhall now narrate the various Opini- 
ns of ſeveral Cockers, about feeding and 
reparing Cocks for a Battle, and then 
y down ſome Rules to that effect, 
| hich I have gathered from my own Ex- 
perience, and are founded upon common 
Reaſon. | | 


Dox ExcasTus did feed his Cocks. 
bmetimes with Rice, and other times 
with Rye-bread baken with Vinegar, 
Iparr'd them once a Week, for two 
Months, which was his ordinary time ap- 
pointed for greathing or preparing them 
jor Battle, For purging and ſcouring, 
he made uſe of Salad Cil, Garlick, and 
Wild Sorrel, „ 2 


CoprLus 


. 
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Corus fed his Cocks with Bread 
made of the Flower of Beans, Rye, an; 
Oat Meall, mixt together and. kneddedf; 
with Whey. Purged,with Antimony, thi 
ſprigs of Spurge-lawrel and wild Cucum 
bers beat together, and boil'd in Ak 
Sparr'd and Weat hisCocks thrice a Week 


ſeven Weeks being his time alotted fc ing 
Preparing. 8 | it 1 quar 
| MARKHAM, and Richard Bloom, Eng lo Pi 


liſh toping- Writers upon this Subject, th 

23 of the 4 Gameſter, and ont + 
deſigned by the Letters R. H. who wrot: m : 
the School of Recreation, direct in thei * 
| Books their Cocks to be fed the firſt fou. ee 
days with old Manchet, Morning, Noon 
and at Night, allowing alwiſe clean Wa 
ter to ſtand before them: Upon the hit 
2 the Morning, to ſet two of them 4 
fighting; and leſt with their weapon 
they ihould hurt one another, to cove 
them with leather Huts, and ſo le 
them buffet and ſtrike at one another u 
pon a Green, untill they be both War 
and weary; (and this is termed, Sparring: 
Then to take them up, and give * 
; ; thi 


11 . 1 
the bigneſs of a Walnut ofRoſemary, chopt 
with tweet Butter and white Sugar-Can- 
dy, for to Purge and Scour them; then 
fo put them to Sweat in a cloſe and deep 
tra v / Basket, or in a Cock-bag, wit 
ſtraw both below and above them; there 
kt them ly untill four a Clock at night, at 
which time, they order to take them out, 
and Feed them with Manchet cut into 
qua re bits, mixed with hot Urine. Next, 
to ptepare Bread made equally of the 
Flower of Wheat, and Oat Meall, kned- 
ded together, into a {tiff Paſte, with Ale, 
Butter, and the white of Eggs, Baked 
nto thin broad Cakes ; and when it's 
three or four days old, to cut the Bliſte- 
rings thereof away, and Feed them there- 
with three times a Day, for ſix Weeks 
time, except upon Sweating and Spar- 
ring Days. Having reſted their Cocks 
Ta Day, they take one of them in 
the Morning, and ſets him down in a 
green Cloſs, and there holds a Dung-hill 
Cock in their hand for him to ſtrike at: 
do running from the Game Cock, and 
enticing him to follow and run after tlie 
dung-hill Cock, and fuftering the Game 
Cock to give him a Blow ; And this * 
D f 0 
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do untill he be 10 kj panteth; eg | 
take him up, and add to his former Scqu. 
ring, the leaves of Rue and Hyſop, beat 
into a green Salve with freſh Butter, and 
give him a Roll or two thereof the big: 
neſs of one's Thumb, and Sweats and 


Feeds him as above-mentioned. 


Tals Method of Sparring or Chaſing lenty 
a Cock, with another in their hand, andWphich 
Scouring and Sweating, is that whichhyea:t 

they practiſe, every other day with theirher d. 
Cocks, for the firſt Fourtnight: Thehiarte 
ſecond Fourtnight, they Chaſe, Sweat Woned 
and Scour but twiſe a Week, or fourlgy, ar 
times at moſt in the Fourtnight : As wiſh WI 
the third Fourtnight, which makes up hites 
fix Weeks, they allow of no Sparring, 
but Chaſing, and moderat Running 0 
the Game Cock after the dung-hill Cock; 
which is kept in their hand for twiſe or 
thrice at moſt in the Fourtnight, with hi 
out the leaſt alteration of adding or di- Iv bea 
miniſhing of the Ingredients, that belongsſhitle y 
either to their Bread or Scouring ; andi Peck 
ſo reſts them three days , vingſanty 
polled them, they put them into the 


Pit. 
Ha 


N 
Havins thus given a true account of 
2 ſeveral Methods of Feeding and Pre- | 
aring a Cock for Battle, from the fore- 
ited Authors; it falls next in courſe, to 
my own Judgment upon the Head; 


+ 
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Txus, your Cocks being Pen'd, and t 
lenty of clean Oat-Straw beneath them, 'þ 
yhich you are torenew everyday in warm 1 
Veather; but in cold Weather every o- 
er day: Then take a Peck, half, or a 
uarter of a Peck, leſs or more, propor- 
oned to the number of your Cocks 
ou are to Feed, of the fineft of Flower 
Wheat, kned into a Paſte, with the 
chites of Eggs and new Milk, it your 
ocks be weak and lean: But in warm 
Veather, old Milk, the Cream taken off; 
far better; by reaſon the latter is much 
ghter and cooler than the former. The 
hites of the Eggs muſt be well mix'd 
beating; putting four of them, with a 
tle Yeatt or Barm into every quarter of 
Peck, to make it light; but fix if you 
ntYeaſt: With a little Salt-peter well 
ulveriſed and mix*d with your Flower, 
i in the Summer) which is both cool- 
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_ - doth draw and take away very much of 
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ing and cleanſing : And then form your 
Paſte into Loaves,and not into broad, thin 1 
Cakes bak d with Butter, and mix d with do e- 
Oat-Meal, as in the preceeding Methods than 


For the baking of it into thin broad ales — ; 


the Sa 
nd t. 
j uick; 
Fee 
ocks 
your 

For it 


the Subſtance of the Bread; and putting 
Butter therein, makes the Cock fick, anc 
the Bread heavy and ill to digeſt : The 
mixing thereof with Oat-Meal, occaſionet 
a @ ſhortneſs of Wind. 


Your Bread being three days old, or 
two at the leaſt, cut off the Cruſt o 
both ſides, then cut it into little pieces 
And if in the Summer, or long Days 
Feed your Cocks therewith, at fix in the 
Morning, and at fix at Night: But in 
Winter, or ſhort Days, at eight in thi 
Morning, and at eight at Night. Thelg 
times obſerve ſtrictly, taking care whe 
you Feed, that you do not overgorg. 
your Cocks, by giving them too grealf 
a quantity at a time, or Feed them befor 
they be empty; for either of theſe make 
a bad digeſtion, and draws Diſeaſes on: 

Cock, | 
_” THERI 
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Trzx are ſome of theſe Birds, that 
do eat more. at a time, and digeſt better, 
than others; which muſt be noticed, and 
they fed accordingly : And when you 
find any of a bad Digeſtion, put a little of 
the Salt of Wormwood dowa their Throat, 
ind that will ſharpen their Appetite, and 
quicken their Digeſtion ; alwiſe obſerving 
1 Feeding, that your weak and lean 
ocks turn not too fat and purſy, and 
your ſtrong ones too weak and feeble : 
or it's the great Art of a Feeder or 
reather, to bring a Cock back or fore- 
yard in Feeding, as he finds him too fat 
r lean. Several Rules might be given 
ere for that purpoſe, were it not, that 
little practice Will ſoon bring you to the 
nowledge thereof. 


As for his Water, let it be from the 
eſt Spring, and give him two or three 
luts thereof, after each Meall ; becauſe it 
oth cools and retreſhes his body, and alſo 
loiſtens and ſoftens his Bread, making it 
e eaſier to digeſt. But at twelve a Clock, 
middle of the Day, ſuffer him to drink 
much as he pleaſes: The leſs you find 
. D 3 him 
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him inclin'd es he is in the better 
caſe. ' And thus continue for fourteen ſing 
days, which is the time appointed fo: Gre 


— — 


Keeping; except it be upon thoſe day 
whereon you Purge and Sweat, whic 
mult be the ſecond, ſixth and ninth, after 
Penning ; then reſting him five day 
which. makes up the fourteen, you ma 
fight him at pleaſure. 8 


In Purging or Scoyring, uſe Allos 
and not Roſemary, Rue, or Hyſop, en 
joined by the forementioned Authors: Fo 
by the Writings of Galen, Dioſcordes, Ar 
rs and Pliny, as weil as my own Expe 
rience, I find them noways conducib 
thereto. ' Lacknowledge, that Rofemar 
and Hyſop is good for the wind, were the 
not too hot; and Rue for any inwat 
Infection: But none of them Purg: 
tives. It's true, that when a Cock II that 

Sparr'd, and put in a ferment or greq; and: 
Heat, by any violent Motion of his body ry's! 
his firſt Muting thereafter (common and { 
called Dunging) will be thin. But th and ( 
thinneſs proceeds not from any vertue ꝗ Cock 
purgative Quality that's in theſe Herb ſeque 

_ as they have imagined, but 1 Batth 
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Cock's violent 8885 in Sparring or Cha- 
ſing, which melts the Fat, Glut and 
Greaſe, that's within him. And theſe 
being intermixed with the other Humors 
of his Body, which are looſed and ſet a- 
floating, muſt of neceſſity cauſe a Cock 
to Evacuat and Mute both a little more, 
and thinner then,than at any other time. 
This Opinion of Purging did for a long 
time prevail with me, till I diſcovered 
the fallacy of it by infallible Experience. 


Bur grant theſe Herbs were Purga- 
tive. Firſt, They are too hot, as is {aid 
before. Secondly, They're not to be had 
every where. And Thiraly, it's not poſ- 
ſible to find them with that juice and 
ſubſtance in the Winter and Spring,when 
Cocking is moſt in requeſt, as to make 
them have the leaſt operation or tendency 
that way. But Alloes is alwile in ſeaſon, 
and ready to be had in every Apotheca- 
ry's Shop; and likewiſe of ſuch vertue 
and force, that it carries off that Fat,Glut 
and Greaſe by the Guts, which makes a 
Cock purſy, or ſhort-winded ; and con- 

ſequently incapacitates him for a long 
Battle. 5 


Tris 


enn -- 
Tris then, being the true effect and Sc 


vertue of this Purgative, I ſhall in the That 
next place preſcribe the Quantity, © wou 


Ir you be then to purge a fat Fowl or and x 
purſy Cock, take Alloes-Saccatrina, and {wer 
give him at the firſt, eight Grains; at the Ifici 
ſecond, nine; and for the third and laſt, 
ten: But if your Cocks be weak and 
lean, five, ſix, or ſeven, are ſufficient ; well Ir 
bruiſed or pulyeris'd : Becauſe it operats 
a great deal eaſier and ſooner that way, 


Evexy Doſe you give, let it be rolled 
up in the bigneſs of your thumb, of freſh 
Butter with Sugar-candie ; then thruſt it 
down his Throat. - The freſh Butter and 
Sugar-candie, will in ſome meaſure cor- 
rell the ſharpneſs and aſſiſt the operation. 
But remember, each time you add to hi Ar 
Purge, let his Sparring, Chaſing, andFour C 
Stoving, be the greater: And wheneverſo Me 
yon Sparr your Cock, keep him warm ſis Cr. 
good while thereafter, cooling him byſfore or 
degrees, | pm dc 
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Son may perad venture object, & ſay, 
That the Rule I have given for Purging, 
would have been more agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, had I conformed it to the Strength 
ind Weakneſs of a Cock's Conſtitution; 
and not to his Fatneſs or Leanneſs. In an- 
{wer to which, A frequent Trial will ſuf- 
ficiently clear any, as it hath confirmed 
e: Yet grant my frequent Trial in this 
ere defective, the times prefixed for the 
purging of a Cock, are too few to diſco- 
er his Conſtitution ; ſince three times 
only is allow'd for Purging thro? his whole 
ourſe of Feeding. Moreover, it were 
ruely dangerous to make this Inquiry or 
Search, conſidering the brevity of time 
ondeſcended on: Beſides, the frequency of 
purging a Cock, doth deprive him of his 
Nouriſhment, abates his Courage, wea- 
ens and debilitatcs his other Parts. 


ALso, before you Purge or Scour 
our Cock, {ee that he be empty, that is, 
o Meat in his Gorge; (commonly called 
us Crop or Craw ) and immediatly be- 
re or after you give him his Purge, ſet 
um down in a large Room or Green,hold- 


ing 
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ing in your hand a Cock oppoſite to him 
to ſtrike at, as Markham has preſcribed ; 
which will excite him to run in purſuit 
of the other, untill he be throughly 
warm: This done, breaks the Fat, Glut, 
and Greaſe, that's in his Belly, increaſeth 
his Wind, and addeth to his Strength 
All which are of great uſe, to carry him 
through a long and tedious Battle. 


Bur if your Cock refuſe to run and 
chaſe that other in your hand, then gent. 
ly run andchaſe him ina Room or Green, 

. untill he be ſufficiently warm : And leſt 
he ſhould by thus chaſing him, loſe his 
Courage, hold a Cock to him to ſtrike 2 
after every three or four Turns, which 
will preſerve his Courage, and keep him 
from being cow'd. After all, lay him 
up warm, in a cloſe {traw Basket made 
tor the purpoſe, with a great deal of ſtraw 
about him; or in a Cock-bag in a cloſ 
Room ; where you may Sweat or Stove 
as many as you pleaſe, if you have but: 
long Pole fixt at both ends, ſuch a di 
ſtance from the ground, as the Cocks 
hanging a- croſs the ſame in their Bagg 
touch not the ground, covered all ove 
N b | wit 
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with ſtraw to keep them warm. But it 
ou have but one or two to Stove or 


weat, you may do it in a Bed among 
Cloaths ; but take care, that they be not 
ſmoothered by the too much weight or 


eſſure thereof. In either of which, let. 


them ly for the ſpace of ſix or ſeven hours; 
and this you may do when you pleaſe, 
whether in the day or night time, provi- 
ded your Cock be but empty when he 
gets his Purge and Heat ; which twoare 
done alwiſe together : For as the Heat- 
ing of him, breaks and looſes the Fat, Glut, 
and Greaſe in his body; ſo doth the 
Purge carry it off from doing him preju- 
dice, and cleanſeth his body. : 


I acknowledge, that the way I have 
recommended of Heating a Cock, eſpeci- 
ally where there are many, 1s a little tedi- 


ous; but when we conſider the advan- ._ 


tage that it hath over Sparring, it may be 
the eaſier comply'd with; ſeing, that 
Sparring expoſeth the Eyes of a Cock to 
the danger they may ſuſtain, by the 
ſtroaks of either pointed, broken, or cut 


Feathers; and alſo endangereth the head, 


to the picks and ſtroaks of his Adverharys 


= 


& ag, 


Beik and Ee Yea further, it * 
gereth the breaking, as well as the looſing 
of the Feathers of his Wings ; which are 
to be preſerved, being the Springs, Helps, 
and Aids, that doth envigorat and aſſiſt 
a Cock, to riſe ſtrong and nimbly from 
the Ground. # 


Bur if ſome will Sparr their Cocks, 
notwithſtanding of what's ſaid, let them 
dao it among much Straw,or upon a broad 
thick Matt made of the ſame, or of Ru- 
ſhes ; upon either of which, you may 
Sparr as many as you pleaſe, if their 
Weapons be well ſecured and cloſe Hut- H 
ted, that they hurt not one another. 


Axpo althoꝰ the Sparring of them after ¶ and 
this manner, ſaves them from hurt when 
they fall after a ſtroak; yet let them be 
never ſo carefully kept aſunder from or G 
hurting one another with their Beilks, N him 
their Eyes, Head and Wings, are till I his 
obnoxious to the former Inconveniencies, ¶ et h 
by Sparring, if they be Heated to purpoſe; I for t 
which ſhould be to encreaſe their Wind, 
add to their Strength, and melt their 15 Brea 

| | Glut, 12 


— 


s 


. 
Glut, and Greaſe, and fit it to be carried 


off by Purgation. 


Is you would know, whether your 
Cock riſes high or low, or ſtrikes cloſe or 
wide,let him Sparr halfa dozen of Blows 
upon a ſoft Green, or on a Matt: For a- 
mong ſtraw it's not poſſible exactly to 
know it; and if you find inhis Sparring, 
that he falls frequently upon his Breech 
after his Blow, & not firm upon hisLimbs, 
it's a token of his feebleneſs and weak- 
nels. 


Havins cool'd your Cock by degrees, 
by throwing off the Straw from him, 
(which is termed Bareing) then take 
him out of his Stove and Pen him again, 
and Feed him with his Bread ( the Cruſt 
pared off) cut into ſquare bits, and put 
into warm Urine preſently paſt by a Boy 
or Girl: If he refuſe to take it ſo, give it 
him as formerly, and then pour down 
his Throat a ſpoonful or two thereof. So 
let him ſtand cloſe and warm in his Pen 
tor the ſpace of twelve hours ; and the 
next Meal you give him, let it be of his 
Bread boilꝰd with Ale mix'd with bruiſed 

F Sugar- 


 Sugar-candy, which muſt be given him r ty 
warm, but not too hot, leſt it ſhould ſpoil {Fight 
his Mouth; and on thoſe days you give 
warm Meals, give no Water. This 
Method of Feeding, you are to obſerve 
after each Purge and Stove; for as the 
firſt of theſe Meals, provokes his Scouring 
to operat, and cleanſes his Head; ſo doth 
the laſt ſtrengthen and cheriſh his Body 
and Spirits: Then continue to Feed ac- Ne 
cording to the former Rules, unleſs you 
perceive your Cock in a bad habit of Bo- 
day ; that is, if he be too Lean, or have aſp 
Flux, or incline to too much Drink; 
which you'll eaſily know, when you give 
him his Water. 


Tux Firſt of theſe you may eaſily help, 

by Feeding him at the times ap- 
pointed, with his Bread boiPd among 
Ale, and the white of an hard boil'd 
Egg, given him warm. 


Tux Second is helped, iving him 
Ryce bail'd among — Ma — few 
ite Peaſe by themfelves. Note, That the e 
Ryce boil'd with Milk, is to be given after 

your Cock has paſs d his Seouring,(once 
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xr twiſe) two or three days before he 
Fight, by reafon it binds up all the looſe 
Humors -in his Body ; and makes him 
rm and cliver. There are ſome nice 
ockers, inſtead of Milk with Ryce, 
Hake uſe of a little Plantin or Roſe-wa- 
er to bind up a Cock's Body ; but I find 
hat Milk is more natural and binding for 
hat Bird. And as to the laſt, which pro- 
eds from the too much heat in his Bo- 
ly, it may be eaſily removed by a Drink 
nade of Spring-Water, Barley and wild 
orrel, boild together, and given cold. 


Ir your Cock be not too high Fed, but 
dw ain Body, mix with his Bread the 
hite of hard boiPd.Eggs, three or four 
ays before he Fights ; and the whiter his 
uting appear, and freer of mixt 
Folours, he'sthe cleaner, and in the bet- 
rcaſe for a Battle. 


L hope by this time, I have ſufficient- 
ſatisfied the Curioſity of thoſe who, 
we a mind to Feed a Cock in fourteen 
ys for a Battle. | 
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Bur if you be to Feed one twenty 
days, which time is ſufficient to bring a 
ny Cock that's not defective in his Body, 
to good Wind and Strength ; then once 
more Purge with ix grains of Alloes, and gore 
heat him gently ; which in all makes fou S 
times Purging and Heating. 


AAN, if you be to Fight your Cock: 
upon ſeven or eight days preparation 
( which is the ſhorteſt time that can be 
allowed for that purpoſe) the next day 
he comes from his Walk, Heat him mo 
Cora pand Purge him once and no more 
with ſeven Grains of Alloes, and giv: 
him his two warm Meals, as before di 
reed, continuing to Feed him after th 
fame manner; only mind, three hours al; 
wiſe before you Fight your Cock, giv 
him three or four picks of his Bread, dip 
either among ſmall White-Wine, or 
Ale ; otherwiſe give him a piece of 
{harp Apple, the skin being par'd off: 
ny of theſe, when fully digeſted, will chi 
riſh and keep him cool in his Battle: BA 
three hours before that, ſee that his Gorgf 
be empty, becauſe the Gifard, which 
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the true place of digeſting, takes all that 
time to concoct the Meat before it comes 
from the Gorge ; for the Gorge only re- 
ceives and prepares the Meat; from - 
whence it is tranſmitted to the Giſard to 
digeſt ; which is evident, when the 
Gorge and Giſard are cut up and opened, 
you'll find his Corn and other Meat ly- 
ing whole unpaſs'd in the Giſard, when 
the Gorge is altogether empty. And ſo 
its neceſſary, that the above-mentioned 
ime be allowed for emptying the one, as 
ell as the other ; otherwiſe you cannor 
zxpet a Cock to riſe fo cleanly as he 
ught. 


I cannot here but admire, how that 
heſe Birds do ſwallow down Sand and 
Ittle Stones, on. purpoſe to grind their 
eat. Nay, I have found ſmall Stones 
the Giſard of a Cock, a Month after 
Je hath been cloſe Pen'd up, and Fed 
ith no other thing all that time, but 
Je Bread: Which made me often think, 
"Flat Nature had provided him ſuch to 
igeſt his Meat, without any diligence | 
| 3 Tas 1 
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Tax Rule 1 relative to the above. 
mentioned time of Feeding, and the Food 
it ſelf, is contrar to the moſt part of our 
Cockers practice; for many of them im- 
mediatly before they Fight, they Feed 
either with Barley or Wheat; aſſerting, 
that that Grain fcours and cleanſeth the 
Wind- pipe; becauſe,fay they, of its Rough- 
neſs: But ſuch don't conſider the difference 
betwixt the Wind- pipe and the Gullet; 
for as the Wind- pipe is the Veſſel only 
of Perſpiration or Breathing, ſo is the 
Gullet of ſwallowing down the Meat : 
Anditany thing but Air alone ſhould enter 
the Wind- pipe, he certainly ceaſeth to 
breath, and is immediatly choak*d. 


TIE Error of giving a Cock any kind 
of Meat inflantly baire Battle , will 
plainly appear; ſeing no time is allowed 
for the ſame to digeſt and turn to nouriſh-· 
ment: Therefore conduceth nothing to 
the Ends and Purpoſes, of either cheriſh- 
ing or cooling a Cock. Note, That un- 
husked Barley is ill to digeſt, and alſo 
binding for theſe Birds. e 
Tax Art of Feeding, which is of fo 
great uſe to Cocks, that fight either 33 
| „ their 
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their Natural or Artificial Weapons, that 


none can rife as they ought, or fight to 
purpoſe without it; but more eſpecially, 


when they come to fight a long and bloo- 


dy Battle: There we evidently fee, ſup- 


poſe that they be never fo true, that it's 
good Wind and Strength that carries them 


through with advantage: Which two are 
only procured by right Feeding. 


Iconceive, that the ſtrict Obſervation 
or Nicety of right Feeding, is not ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſar for Cocks that Fight 
with artificial Weapons, as for thoſe that 
fight with their own natural ones: The 
Reaſon is, every ſtroak given by a Wea- 
pon'd Cock, woundeth more eaſily and 
deeper, becauſe of the ſmallneſs and ſharp- 
neſs of the Weapons; ſo that their Lives 
are in danger every Blow; or at leaſt they 
are wounded ſo deadly, that the Battle 
s ſoon brought to a period, and conſe- 
Huently where it is ſo ſhort, they need 
ther little Wind or Strength: (the two 
nain Ends of Feeding) Whereas, when 

ocks fight with their natural Weapons, 


hey are not, by far, lyable to ſuch hazard 


[their Lives; becauſe of the bluntneſs 
. E 2 or 
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crooke 


Siſeing, and Weaponing of a Cock, with 
the Laws to be obſerved in time of Battle, 


the hinder part of his Head, for a hy - 
5 1 0 


(52.3 
or groſsneſs of the latter in reſpect of the 
former; and-many times too, by. their 

d and uneven ſtanding : For we 
clearly ſee; not one Blow of a dozen with 
natural Weapons hurts, far leſs kills, un- 
leſs by an extraordinary accident. How- 
ever, I would not have this Opinion too 
much advanc'd or favoured, becauſe 
thereby we loſs all the Paſtime and Re- 
creation of theBattles of Staggs and young 
Cocks; for untill a Cock arrive at the 
Age of two years and a half, or two at 
leaſt, his own Weapons will do but little 
hurt or execution ; and to fight him 


without Gantlets, would be an impar- 


donable piece of Folly. 


| Nxxr, we come to ſpeak of Polling, 


and the cure of the Wounds received 
then; with ſome of the other Diſeaſes inci- 
dent to that Bird. 


WEN you Poll your Cock, leave a 
little main or ſmall Ridg of ſhort cut Fea- 
thers from the root of his Comb, along 


| 
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hold by. As for hed of the Feathers 
of his Neck, (called his Hec#e.) they 
ought to be much longer than the Ridg: 
All which is reckoned a Fair Hechle: But 
if otherwiſe cut ſo bare, that there's no 
hold to riſe by, a Foul Heckle, om 


NEexT, poll or pluck bare all the Fea- 
thers away below his Rump toward his 
Belly, then cut his Tail pretty ſhort; which 
done, cut the upper part of his Wings. 
If he be a ſmall Cock and riſeth too high, 
an Inch and a quarter ſhorter than 2 
Body; but if a large Cock, not ſo ſhort; 
for the latter needs a longer Wing than 
the former, in reſpect of his weight. As 
to the underpart of the Wing, ſix or ſeven 
of the foremoſt Feathers thereof, muſt be 
cut ſloping, and a great deal ſhorter 
than the reſt; ſtill Polling a day or two 
before they Fight 1 And what bloody 
Feather you find about your Cock's 
Head, Neck, Rump or 'Tail, pull them 
out by the root four days before Battle: 
And notice, that the upper part of your 
Cock's Beik be but a little longer than 
the lower; otherwiſe in Fighting he'll 
neither Mouth nor hold well. | 
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As for ſiſeing, the good or bad ſucceſ; 
of a Battle depends much on the right or 
wrong doing thereof; therefore the ex- 
acteſt way is, by weighing your Cock in 
a Scale, where the beſt and niceſt of our 
Cockers allow but an Ounce of difference, 
and ſometimes but an half where the Wa- 

er is great; for if any more, it makes 
10 much the more odds. 8 


Ix your Cock be to Fight with his own 
Weapons, draw them to a Point with a 
Fen- Enie, and then ſmooth them over 
with a piece of Glaſs; but if with Artifi- 
cial ones, and a narrow heel'd Cock, give 
him ſuch as will kill, which will be an 
Inch long, or thereabout ; but to a wide 
Heel'd one, a little longer. I 


 BeroRE you ſet on your Weapons, cut 
off your .Cock's natural ones, as ſhort as 
the Socket of thoſe you put on; and leſt 


they blood, Sear them a little with an hot 


Tron or Tobacco Pipe, two or three days 
before Battle, Then cauſe hold your 


Cock, that the in- ſide of his Leg, on which 
you tye the Weapon, may look Rraight up, 


Ter” the) eg 
And having boch ſo, that the point 


thereof ſtand a little on the in- ſide of the 
Claw or Naill of the hindmoſt Toe; then 


take a Wax'd threed, and tye it faſt a- 

bove the Leather which goes round the 

Cock's Leg, above and below the Wea- 

pon ; but in tying, take heed you cramp 
im not by doing it too ſtrait. 


ALTHo' Silver or Mix'd-Mettal-Wea- 
pons, are generally made uſe of, yet Steel 
ones are preferable; becauſe they receive 
a better point than any other, and make 
not ſo great a Contuſion of the Parts they 
cut; which makes the Wounds ſooner 
and eaſier cured: And for this Realon, 
Surgeons uſe Steel Inſtruments when 
they make Inciſions. 


ThE Cock being Polled, and his Wea- 
pons fixed conform to theſe Methods; 
he is now to be ſet down to Battle, where- 
in there may ariſe ſometimeCavils & hot 
Debates,in the Handling and Setting him, 
and in many other Circumſtances du- 
ring the time of Battle : For preventing 
whereof, I offer the following Laws and 
Rules that may be obſerved therein, ac- 

| | * 
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4 cor ding as you ſhall judge the ſame rez. 
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ſonable and juſt, wit#teipe& both to the, \ 
Wagerers and the Cocks, that all Par- Nhe « 

ties may have fair Play: and I adviſeſ Cor. 
that Judges for the handling of the Cocks i 
and obſervation of the Laws, ſhould be 
firſt named and appointed. Note, Theſe 
Laws are not calculate for a Cock-Pit, but 
private Diverſion 


TR TAL. a v 


The LAWS. i; 
I, LL Swearing and opprobrious L atk * 


guage, is to be puniſhed. 


II. Whoſoever (after a Cock is Siſed off 
Matched, ) ſhall poll or cut any of his Fe, 
thers that are about his Head or Heckle, i 
liable to the half of the Nager. 


III. When Cocks are ſore wounded or hart, 
and require ſetting together, then they ſpal 
be ſet to 4s followeth, 120 


IV. If both ſee not, cauſe them touch Beil Trom 
1% Beit: If but one be blind, then the blini Patt! 
Cock is to be brought to touch the ſeeing one perſa 


the ( 
0 ain 
ball 
he I 
hat 
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V : I any refuſe to Fight, then twenty is to | 


he compted, and then immeatatly the refuſi 
Cock is to be ſet to the fighting one; and ea 
time ſetting to thereafter, ten is to be told, un- 
till ten be ten times compted ; and if the re- 


uſing Cock fight not at any of theſe ten times 
tr es his Battle. x | , 


VI. If two Cocks ſhall be ten times ſet to, 


4s aforeſaid, and neither Cock in the ten 
times fight or pick, then a freſh Cock ſhall 
Je Hutted, and ſet to each Cock; and if one 
fight and the other refuſe, then the fighting 


ock to win; but if both fight with the 


tted Cocks, it is a Drawn Battle. 


VII. Mhen a Cock is ſo hurt, that any in 
the Company will Lay five Pound to a Crown 
Nini him; then after the C ock-Fighting, 
ll be twiſe ſet to; if no body then will 4 
he Lay, the Battle is won on the Cock*s ſide 
hat hath the Odds; but if five Pound to 4 
Jom be not wagered, he cannot loſs his 

Battle, ſo long as he offers to pick at his Ads 


2. n 
— -- 
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VIII. 4 Loſſes are to be paid preſent 
after each Battle, in good ha pronto M. 


IX. If any hath made a Mager, and ca 
nat call to Mind with whom he hath Laid th: 
ſame; and deſire publickly, that if the Par 
with whom he laid the Wager, would gif 
him the one half of the ſame, and the loſin 
Party do not confeſs the Lay, and give th 
one half —-_ his demand, it ſball be lawfu 
or any Man to tell him with whom he Lais 
and the Party to pay the whole, becauſe he di 
not confeſs it; and pay the half, provide 


2 re) 
/age 


that no Man tell him, before the Party ſays 
is content to take as aforeſaid ; but if a 
Man tell the Party, then he is obliged to p. XI 
the Wager. | 


Vere 


X. If a Cock faſten one or both his Wea vas 
pons in his Adverſary, or in any other place x 
he is to be diſingaged; or if he fall 3 
«pou bis ſide, with his Wing either beneath **© 
him or out from him, or «pon his back; he 
to be raiſed up with one hand, without touch 
ing the other Cock, 1 


XV 
tie 
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XI. If a Cock ſtrikes but one Blow, and 


mmediatly thereafter is killed, or made to 
un away, he loſſes his Battle; but if he at 

he firſt ſetting down, refuſe Battle, he loſſes 
But half of the Wager. | 


XII. He that takes up his Cock, or yields 
Je Battle, when the Cock is Fighting, with- 
But conſent of the By-wagerers, pays their loſs. 


XIII. If a Cock, with the ſame blow he 

ills his 227 turn Tail and goes off, 
Jen 4 freſh Cock ſhall beſet to him; which if 
Mi: refuſe to Fight, he gains but half of his 


Wager. 


XIV. Al By-wagerers may revoke, if they 
(ire and declare the ſame before the Cocks 
e ſet to Fight, and no Odds laid, which if 
ere be, they cannot: For done and done 
Jas both Parties. 

7 XV. In handling or tranſpoſing 4 Cock, 
“Feet are not to be raiſed from the Ground. 


IXVI. No Perſon, without conſent of the 
rites, muſt touch or handle a Cock in time 


q * 
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of Battle, under the penalty of Forfaultin ink 
the one half of the Wager. | nd 
| | | Gral 

As for the Wounds your Cock receivei into 
in his Battle, cauſe ſearch them, and” 2 
ſuck out the Blood, then waſh them wellp9W 
with warm Urine, and ſet him up as hot hit 
as you can, for the ſpace of ſeven or eight eigh 
hours, or all Night : When you take day 
him out of his Stove, let his Meat be warmed f 
then dreſs his Wounds twiſe a day, ei | 
ther with ſweet Oil or freſh Butter; or of > 
therwiſe, take a little Sack and Oil of 0-ſſthe | 
lives, of each an equal quantity, boil'd eth 
untill the Wine be conſum d; then applil ling 
it warm to the part wounded. This laſtſ out 
I have found more effectual than the for. ¶ thic 
mer; alwiſe keeping your Cock warm til 
the ſwelling be over. 


Ir he has received any Blow in the 
Eye where the ſight is not piercd, and, T 
the Eye inflam'd, take a little Roſe 0 
Finkle-water, drop it therein, then Bath 
round about with the ſame ; or other But. 


wiſe, a drop or two of Pigeons bloodſ Spa. 
warm: And if any appearance be ot : ran 
Om 


Pearl, Film, or Web, upon his Eye, tak: 
. Finkle or 0 
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Fiakle- water an Ounce, the beſt of Mirrh | 
and Alloes finely powdered, of each five | 
Grains mixed with the water, and drop't | 
Into his Eye; or take of Eye-bright-wa« 
rer an Ounce, Glaſs of Antimony finely 
wdered, twenty Grains, Roman or 
white Vitriol, of either of them feven or 
eight Grains; drop this twiſe or thrice a 
day into his Eye, and it will have its wiſhs | 
ed for effect. N | 


Now, as to the Diſeaſes of this Bird 

Iche firſt is a Rhume or Cold, which ſeiſ- | 
eth the Head, and occaſions a great ſwel- | 
ling thereabout. The Cure, is by preſſing | 
out of the roof of the Mouth & Noſtrils the 
Ichick and groſs Matter twiſe a day, with 
Iche Nail of your Thumb; which Matter 

is eaſily retain'd in the firſt, by reaſon 

of that Part's ſpungiouſneſs. 


S Trex Purge him twiſe or thrice, with 
ſix or ſeven Grains at a time of the 
powder of Jalop, mixt with a lictle freſh 
Butter; but at theſe occaſions neither 
Sparr nor Chaſe him: Feed him very 
Ilttle in the time of his Cure, putting 
ſome Cloves of Shred-Garlick in his Corn 
Jor other Meat. TRE 


B BxroxeTIpn 


Tus Second is, The Roop which is 2 
_ Lump of putrified Matter, contra. i 
ed on his Rump, on the back of his 


Tail. The Cure is, by cutting it up on 


each ſide, with the point of a Pen-Kniſe 


or Launce, then preſs out all the Matter, 


& rub it well with Salt and Water once or 


twiſe a day, for five or ſix days, preſſing 
out the Matter each time you drels it, 


_ Taxxx is under the Tip of the Tongue, 


a White thin Scale, reſembling a piece 
Horn, commonly called the Pip ; which 
according to the Opinion of many, doth 
hinder a Cock to cat. 
never obſerve; for to my own Experi- 
ence, as oft as it is taken off, as frequently 
doth it grow, Nature having provided 
the Tongue with ſuch. If your Cock's 
Mouth be ſore or any Ulcers therein, 
waſh it with ſome Plantin-water, Roſe- 
water, and a little Vinegar and Honey 
mixed together. 

t the laſt hand to this Eſ- 
poſſible 


ſay, wherein I have ſtudied all poſſi 
A | | brevity, 


etc 


But this I could. 


N 

revity, chiefly for my Reader's conve- 
iency ; and yet I hope, there is nothing 
ſſential to this Royal Recreation, alto- 


ether omitted, or {lightly paſs'd over. 


am not aſham'd to declare to the World, 
hat J have a ſpecial Veneration and E- - 
teem for thoſe Gentlemen, within and 
bout this City, who have entered in So- 
ety, for propagating and eſtabliſhing 
he Royal Recreation of Cocking : (in 
rder to which, they havealready erected 
Cock-Pit in the Links of Leith) And I 
arneſtly wiſh, that their generous and 
udable Example, may be imitated to 
at degree, that (in Cock-War ) Vil- 
ge may be engaged againſt Village, 


ity againſt City, Kingdom againft 


| 
, 
/ 


ngdom ; nay the Father againſt the 

dn; untill all the Wars in Europe, where- 
ſo much Chriſtian Blood is ſpilt, be 
rned into that of the Innocent Paſtime 
Cocking. 
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